
 

 

 

Former Union Minister Shri Arun Jaitley, 66, expired on 24.08.2019 at 12.07 hours in 

AIMS Hospital, New Delhi 

Shri Arun Jaitley, the nation has lost a seasoned politician. We pay our respectful homage 

to Shri Arun Jaitley and also conveys our heartfelt condolences to his family members. 

Arun Jaitley was born on 28 December 1952 in Delhi. His father Maharaj Kishen Jaitley was a 

lawyer and mother Ratan Prabha Jaitley a housewife.
.
He studied at St. Xavier's School, 

Delhi from 1957–69.
[13]

 He graduated with the honours degree in commerce, BCom. from Shri 

Ram College of Commerce, New Delhi in 1973. He passed his LLB degree from the Faculty of 

Law, University of Delhi, in 1977. 

Jaitley was the Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP) student leader at the Delhi 

University Campus in the seventies and rose to be the President of the Students Union of Delhi 

University in 1974. During the period of proclamation of Internal Emergency (1975–77) 

when fundamental rights were suspended, he was under preventive detention for a period of 19 

months.
[17]

 He was a prominent leader of a movement against corruption launched in the year 

1973 by Raj Narain and Jayaprakash Narayan. He was the convener of the National Committee 

for Students and Youth organization appointed by Jai Prakash Narayan.
[18]

 He was also active 

in civil rights movement and helped found PUCL Bulletin along with Satish Jha and Smitu 

Kothari.
[15][19]

 After being released from jail, he joined the Jan Sangh. 

In 1977, being the convener of the Loktantrik Yuva Morcha at a time when the Congress 

suffered defeat, Jaitley was appointed the president of the Delhi ABVP and All India Secretary 

of the ABVP. He was then made the president of the youth wing of the BJP and the secretary of 

the Delhi Unit in 1980, a short time after joining the party.] 

Jaitley previously held the cabinet portfolios of Finance, Defence, Corporate Affairs, 

Commerce and Industry and Law and Justice in the Vajpayee government and Narendra Modi 

government. From 2009 to 2014, he served as the Leader of the Opposition in the Rajya Sabha. 

He was a Senior Advocate of the Supreme Court of India. He oversaw the introduction of the 

Goods and Services Tax which brought the country under one GST regime, demonetization, 

merger of Railway budget with general budget and introduction of Insolvency and Bankruptcy 

Code. Arun Jaitley decided not to join the Modi Cabinet in 2019 due to health issues.[ 
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